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II'T campus served as an American
airbase during World War I1

Shiv Sahay Singh

KOLKATA: As the Indian Insti-
tute of Technology-Kharag-
pur on Wednesday paid
homage to the inmates of the
infamous Hijli  detention
camp, who were killed in po-
lice firing on September 16,
1931, the discovery of a box of
negatives in Illinois, U.S.,,
shed more light on the history
of the area.

Though it is well known
that the IIT campus used to
house the notorious Hijli
prison where many freedom
fighters, including women,
were kept, many are not
aware that it served as a base
for the American Air Force
during World War II.

Allan Teller and Jerry
Zbrail, a couple from Evan-
ston, Illinois, chanced upon a
box containing 127 negatives
of the photographs of the re-
gion taken around 1945.

Speaking to The Hindu
from Illinois, Alan Teller, a
teacher of anthropology and
photography, said: “During
World War 11, the U.S. was
planning an attack on Japan
and set up bases in the Kha-
ragpur and Hijli region. The
American troops were sta-
tioned there between 1943
and 1945. The photographs
we found were taken in 1945.”

According to Mr. Teller,

An American soldier in
Jfront of the Hijli tower,
which is now the IIT-
Kharagpur campus.

= PHOTO: NEHRU MUSEUM,
IIT-KHARAGPUR

the decision to open strategic
bases in Hijli, Kalaikunda
and Piardoba might have
helped to shorten the war by
six months.

Under their project ‘Fol-
lowing the Box,” Mr. Teller
and Ms. Zbrail visited most of
the locations depicted in the
photographs taken by Amer-
ican soldiers: temples, rivers

and villages. “At the II'T-Kha-
ragpur, we located a dark
room and we believe that the
photographs were developed
here,” Mr. Teller said. The
Hijli camp was the central
point of activity for American
troops. The photographs of
American soldiers in front of
the Hijli tower could be seen
at Maxwell Airforce Base in
Huntsville, U.S.

The couple will return to
India in December to hold an
exhibition of the photo-
graphs at the Indira Gandhi
National Centre for the Arts
in New Delhi in January.

The place where the Hijli
camp stood is now the Nehru
Museum of the IIT-Kharag-
pur. “The IIT-Kharagpur has
grand plans for the Nehru
Museum, and we hope the
endeavour of Allan Teller and
Jerry Zbrail will enrich the
history of the place. We re-
quested them to hold an exhi-
bition of the photographs at
the institute,” said Dhrubo-
jyoti Sen, Professor of Civil
Engineering and Faculty in
charge of the Nehru Mu-
seum.

Though the couple have lo-
cated the region depicted in
the photographs, only half of
the mystery has been solved
because they are yet to find
out who the photographer
was.
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Stanford World’s
Most Innovative
University

Stanford edged out tech giants such as MIT and Ivy
League stalwart Harvard to emerge No.1ina
Reutersranking of the world’s top 100 innovative
universities. Fifty of the 100 institutions are from
the US while 27 are European, according to the list-
ing compiled by the Intellectual Property & Science
business of Thomson Reuters. Japan is home to
nine of the 100, second only to the US. Eight univer-
sites each in France and Germany found place in
the ranking. While no Indian university made it to
thelist, China’s Tsinghua University, a research
varsity located in Beijing, came 72nd. The ranking
criteria, based on 10 metrics, focused on academic
papers and patent filings. Top-listed Stanford’s fac-
ulty and alumni have founded some of the biggest
tech companies in the world, including Hewlett-
Packard, Yahoo and Google. According to a 2012
study by the university, companies formed by Stan-
ford entrepreneurs generate total global revenue of
$2.7 trillion annually, Here’s a look...

(1] ]

Top 20 Innovative Universities

Rank University Country
1 Stanford University us

2 Massachusetts Institute of Tech Us

3 Harvard University us

4 University of Washington Us

5 University of Michigan System us

6 Northwestern University Us

7 University of Texas System us

8 University of Wisconsin System us

9 University of Pennsylvania us

10  Korea Advanced Institute of Science & Tech S KOREA
11  Imperial College London ENGLAND [¥:¥{]
12 Pohang University of Science & Tech S KOREA
13 University of California System UsS

14 University of Southern California us

15  University of North Carolina Chapel Hill US

16  KULeuven BELGIUM
17  Duke University Us

18  Osaka University JAPAN
19  Johns Hopkins University us

20  California Institute of Technology us

oo
Countries Home To Reuters Top 100 Innovative
Universities

Switzerland

Canada, Belgium,
Netherlands, lsrael |

| Singapore, China,
“ Denmark

SOURCE: Reuters
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